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DETAILED ACTION 



Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The references listed in the Information Disclosure Statement submitted on 5/29/01 have 
been considered by the examiner (see attached PTO-1449). 

Drawings 

2. The drawings received on 1 1/28/00 are acceptable by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Parulski et ah 
(U.S. Patent Number 6,573,927, hereinafter noted as Parulski'927). 

Regarding claim 1, Parulski'927 discloses a method, in a distributed network (see Fig. 
IB), for automatically synchronizing each of a set of distributed multimedia assets comprising 
modifying a particular one of the set of distributed multimedia assets (column 3, lines 5 through 
62) and automatically synchronizing others of the set of distributed multimedia assets based 



upon the modifying step (column 4, lines 10 through 58, and column 6, lines 1 through 44). 
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Regarding claim 2, Pamlski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of generating an update edit list corresponding to the modifying step (column 3, 
lines 34 through 62, interpreted as the "utilization" file, further seen in Appendix I in columns 6- 
9). 

Regarding claim J, Panilski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and 
further teaches that the automatically synchronizing comprises forwarding the update edit list to 
the others of the set of distributed multimedia assets (column 3, line 45 through column 4, line 
58), and modifying each of the others of the set of distributed multimedia assets based upon the 
forwarded update edit list (column 4, lines 10 through 58). 

Regarding claim 4, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches of generating a resultant multimedia asset corresponding to the modifying step, 
wherein the resultant multimedia asset is formed of a digital negative of the particular one of the 
set of multimedia assets (column 5, lines 15 through 50) and a corresponding edit list, wherein 
the edit list represents all modifications made to the digital negative (column 5, line 35 through 
column 6, line 26). 

Regarding claim 5, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 4, and 
further teaches that the automatically synchronizing comprises replacing each of the others of the 
set of distributed multimedia assets with the resultant multimedia asset (column 3, lines 31 
through column 4, line 64, and column 5, line 35 through column 6, line 45). 

Regarding claim 6, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches that the multimedia asset is a digital image (column 1, lines 23 through 26, and 
column 2, line 53 through column 3, line 44). 
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Regarding claim 7, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 6, and 
further teaches that the digital image is one of a plurality of associated digital images (column 6, 
lines 27 through 44, see Fig. 5) 

Regarding claim 8, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 7, and 
further teaches that the plurality of associated digital images take the form of an album (column 
3, lines 25 through 44, and column 4, lines 43 through 58). 

Regarding claim 9, Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and 
further teaches that the edit list is one of a number of edit lists included in a catalog file (column 
3, lines 5 through 44, and column 6, lines 1 through 45). 

Regarding claim 10 9 Parulski'927 discloses the method discussed above in claim 9, and 
further teaches that each of the number of edit lists included in the catalog file are associated 
with a particular multimedia asset (column 6, lines 19 through 45). 

Regarding claim 11, Parulski'927 discloses an apparatus, in a distributed network (see 
Fig. IB), for automatically synchronizing each of a set of distributed multimedia assets (see 
abstract, column 4, lines 10 through 58, and column 6, lines 1 through 44), comprising a first 
means for modifying a particular one of the set of distributed multimedia assets (column 3, lines 
5 through 62), and a second means for automatically synchronizing others of the set of 
distributed multimedia assets based upon coupled to the first means (column 4, lines 10 through 
58, and column 6, lines 1 through 44). 

Regarding claim 12, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, 
and further teaches of a third means for generating an update edit list corresponding to coupled to 
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the first means based upon the modifying (column 3, lines 34 through 62, interpreted as the 
"utilization" file, further seen in Appendix I in columns 6-9). 

Regarding claim 13, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 12, 
and further teaches of fourth means coupled to the third means for forwarding the update edit list 
to the others of the set of distributed multimedia assets (column 3, line 45 through column 4, line 
58), and a fifth means coupled to the fourth means for modifying each of the others of the set of 
distributed multimedia assets based upon the forwarded update edit list (column 4, lines 10 
through 58). 

Regarding claim 14, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 11, 
and further teaches of sixth means coupled to the first means for generating a resultant image 
corresponding to the modified multimedia asset wherein the resultant image is formed of a 
digital negative of the particular one of the set of multimedia assets (column 5, lines 15 through 
50) and a corresponding full edit list, wherein the full edit list represents all modifications made 
to the digital negative (column 5, line 35 through column 6, line 26). 

Regarding claim 15, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 14, 
and further teaches that the automatically synchronizing comprises a seventh means coupled to 
the first means for replacing each of the others of the set of distributed multimedia assets with 
the resultant multimedia asset (column 3, lines 31 through column 4, line 64, and column 5, line 
35 through column 6, line 45). 

Regarding claim 16, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 12, 
and further teaches that the multimedia asset is a digital image (column 1, lines 23 through 26, 
and column 2, line 53 through column 3, line 44). 
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Regarding claim 17, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 16, 
and further teaches that the digital image is one of a plurality of associated digital images 
(column 6, lines 27 through 44, see Fig. 5) 

Regarding claim 18, Parulski'927 discloses the apparatus discussed above in claim 17, 
and further teaches that the plurality of associated digital images take the form of an album 
(column 3, lines 25 through 44, and column 4, lines 43 through 58). 

5. Claims 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Parulski et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,567,1 19, hereinafter noted as Parulski' 1 19). 

Regarding claim 19, Parulski' 119 discloses a method of modifying a first multimedia 
asset (original thumbnail image 98, being an unmodified version of a thumbnail image, column 

5, line 63 through column 6, line 32) to form a second multimedia asset (modified thumbnail 
image 23, column 6, lines 18 through 21, and column 7, lines 18 through 20) comprising 
applying a multimedia asset processing command (the extension property set 22, see Fig. 5) to 
the first multimedia asset to form the second multimedia asset (column 5, line 63 through column 

6, line 32, and column 7, line 24 through column 8, line 25), and uniquely linking the first 
multimedia asset to the second multimedia asset to the second multimedia asset using the 
multimedia asset processing command (see Fig. 5) such that the first multimedia asset (original 
thumbnail image 98) is derivable solely from the second multimedia asset (column 6, lines 27 
through 32, and column 8, lines 1 1 through 25), determining if the first multimedia asset is 
associated with an edit list that includes the multimedia asset processing command (advance 
edits list 100, see Figs. 5 and 6), retrieving the edit list (column 5, line 63 through column 6, line 
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32), processing the first multimedia asset using the multimedia asset processing command 
included in the edit list (column 5, line 63 through column 6, line 32, and column 8, lines 1 1 
through 25), and outputting the processed first multimedia asset in the form of the second 
multimedia asset (column 7, lines 6 through 20, and column 8, lines 1 1 through 25). 

Regarding claim 20, Parulski' 119 discloses the method discussed above in claim 19, and 
further teaches that the edit list is one of a number of edit lists included in a catalog file (column 
6, lines 15 through 32, and column 7, lines 6 through 46). 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (703) 305-0146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (703) 305-4712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2622 




